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A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary lines of the 
county of Matagorda : read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to inhibit the introduction into 
this State of 9laves who have committed high crimes in the 
States or Territories of the United States, or elsewhere: read 
second time, and" 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
suppress gaming: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the corrtmittee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to confer upon certain persons 
therein named, a surname : read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, was laid upon the table, and made 
the special order of the day for Wednesday next, at 11 o'cloc~ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm, of 
Fayette county, to emancipate certain persons therein named : 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid upon the 
table, and made the special order of the day for Wednesday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower certain persons there
in named to inherit the estate of William Primm : read second 
time, and 

On motien of Mr. Clark, was made the special order of the 
day for W ednesday nexL 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until to
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, 10 o'clock, A.M. l 
January 11th, 1848. 5 

Senate met-roll called. The following Senators answered 
to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, KcRae, Navarro, Par-



127 

ker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, William3, Williamson and 
W ootten--quorum present 

The Journal of the preceding day \Vas react and adopted. 
Mr. Wallace presented the petition of William B. Andrews, 

praying for relief; which on moiion of l\fr. Wallace was re
forred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Clark presented the petition of Thomas Cox, of Panola 
county, praying the passage of an act allowing him to eman
cipate certain children; which on motion of Mr. Clark, was 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

l\ir. Clark presented the petition of Ann Matilda Mason and 
Joseph Mason, praying for relief: which on motion of J\Ir. 
Clark, was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The President of the Senate announced a communication 
endorsed "Election Returns for Senator from Galveston," which 
on motion of Mr. Burleson, was referred to the committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, laid be
fore the Senate the following communication from the State 
Treasurer, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table for the inspec-
tion of Senators. . 

To the H01wrable JEssE Ga1MEs, 

State Treasurer's Office, l 
January 10th, 1848. f 

Cltairman of th~ Finance Comtnittee of the Senate : 
• 

Sir-In answer to the resolution of the Hon. Senate, instruct
ing the committee on Finance to report the amount of money 
in the Treasury at the adjournment of the last Legislature, &c., 
&c., I have the honor to state : that a few days previous to the 
time fixed upon for the adjournment of the Legislature I made 
a count of the monies on hand in the Treasury at the time, and 

1 also ascertained the probable amount required to pay off the 
members and officers of the Legislature, and the amount then 
due the Executive and Judicial o.ffi~ers of tQ.e government. The 
result was that I found barely sufficient funds to pay the entire 
amount due for pay and expenses of the Legislature. Desi· 
ring to show no partiality and mete out equal justice to all, I 
determined upon making as near as possible a pro rata divi.s· 
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ion of the money among all claimants-which at the adjourn
ment I accordingly done. 

The members of the Legislature for the balance that was due 
them after the pro rata payment, received from the Comptroller 
orders upon the back of their pay certificates, upon either the 
Assessor and Collector, Sheriff or County Treasurer of their re
spective counties ; which I believe generally answered them as 
well as the money would have done-the orders being prompt
ly ,eaid upon presentation. 

rhe Executive and Judicial officers were paid the pro rata 
fixed upon, upon presentation of their claims, and receiving the 
balance due them out of the first receipts of the Treasury. 

Although there was no law authorizin9 me to fix: upon such 
a distribution, I deemed the situation ot the Treesury at that 
time required it, and am confident that it gave more general 
satisfaction, than for me to have paid the entire amount of the 
first claims presented, and left others for a time without a dol
lar. Had I not pursued the course I did, many of the officers 
of government would have had to wait for some time without 
one dollar of the amount of pay that was due them from the or
ganization of the State government, up to the time of the ad
journment of the Legislature. 

I am unable to state the exact amount of money on hand at 
the precise time specified in the Senate's resolution, but from 
examination find that it was about twemy-one thousand dolla'fs, 
on the 1st day of May, A. D. 1846, being a few days previous 
to the time mentioned. 

1'he situation of the Treasury at present, forbids the belief 
that any eimilar course will be required tq be pursued this pre
sent Legislature, and I trust this will be the case for a long time 
to come. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedienteervant, 

JAS. H. RAYMOND, 
State Treasurer. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following joint resolutions and bills: 

Joint resolutions to provide for a settlement of the accounts 
of E. W, Moore, Post Captain commanding the late Navy of 
Texas: 
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Joint re~olution for the relief of persons who fumi heel !lip· 
plic::. for the late Navy ofTcxm;: and 

A biU to be entitled an act to amend the 3d 1<cction of au 
a<'t proYiding for the tran~fcr ofrecord:; of adminj ,.tr .. tor:s to nt!w 
countic~, approved 13th l\Iay, 1 46. 

:\lr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Engro~~ccl Bill", 
made the following Report: 

Il1Jn. JoRN A. GREER, 
Presidwt of tile S, uate: 

ComrnitlcP Room, 
January 11th, l"t'3. 

The committee on E11gros;;<'<l Bill~ ha,·c r~mninccl the fol
low in;; bilb, 'iz.: A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the 
recovery of money, property, or other article• of vultw lo l or 
won on bets or wager~: A bill to be <'lllitll·d nu tll'I to make 
Robert Franklin l\lillcr t11e lawful heir of :-:olomon 4'lillcr: .A 
bill to be en titled an act to amc11d tlic ad l'C(·tion of :111 nr1 pro
viding for the tran:;for ofrceordo of admi11btralor:1 10 new corm
tic~, appro\•ccl l\lay 13th, 1'3'"16 :-which till')' have direct d to • 
to report correctly engrosoed. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chainrnu1. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee 011 Finance, made 
the following report : 

Austin, Jan. 10th, 1 l . . . 

Hon. J oll:'i' A. G RJmR, 

Pre.\'ident nf lite Senate: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred nn act ap· 
propriating five thou:sand dollari! for the contingent cx1wn. 
of both House::i of the Legislature, have had the subJt'ct unCJr.r 
consideration, au<l have instmctt'd me to r<'port the bill hadk tu 
th~ tiennte, and recommend ill! pa$sage. 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
9 
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Mr. Grime:-i, chairman of the committee on Finance, ma.de the 
following report: 

Austin, January 10th, 1 48. 

Hon. J. A. GuE1m, 
President of lite Senate : 

The committee on Finance to whom ,,-as referred ''a joim 
resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of Taxest 
have had the subject under their consideration, and instructed 
me to 'return the joint resolution back to the t>enate, with an 
amendment, and recommend it~ pa:isage . 

.A11wndment-Strike out the caption, aud insert "Joint Reso
lution appropriat ing four thoni;and dollars for the compen'-3tion 
of Assessor.s of direct taxes, for taking the enumeration of the 
inhabitanl.J:s of the !::hate for the year. 18.J.7.'' 

JE:::>SE GRDlES,. Chairman. 

Mr. Abbott, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills. 
made the following report: · 

HoN. Jon~ A. GnEJm, 
President of lite Senate : 

Committee Room, ? 
Jan 11th, 1848. ~ 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have compared an act to 
admit Franklin B. •Sexton, Alia II. \.VilLie, and Josiah F. 
Crosby, to practice law in the courts of this State; 

An act to provide for the permanent location of the county 
seat of Grayson county; and 

An act the better to define the boundaries of Graysan county. 
with the Engro:lsed copies of said bills, and have instructed me 
to report them correctly Enrolled. Said bills were transmi!
ted to the Governor on the 10th instant, for approval. 

W. C. ABBOTT, Chairmar1. 

A message was received from the House, through its chief 
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clerk, informing the Senate that the House had adopted a reso
lution, appointing Messrs. Tankersley, Runnels and Hayl'\ie., a 
committee to examine into, and report the condition of the offi
-ces of Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, aud request a 
like appointment on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Jewel~ a committee was appointed to act 
in conjunction with the committee of the House, to examine 
into and report the condition of the offices of Comptroller and 
Treasurer .of the State. 

Messrs. Jewett, McRae and W oottcn were appointed said 
committee. . 

.Mr. Cuny offered the following Resolution : 
'·Resolved, That the committe on Contingent Expenses be 

instructed to contract with the proprietors of the 'l'exas Demo
-crat for the printing of copies of the biennial repurt of the 
Comptroller of the 8tate of Texas, for the use o( the member$ of 
the Senate." 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the blank 'vas filled with 315, and 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Phillips oifored the following R esolution : 
"Resolved, by the "Senate, 'l'hat a minisle:rial officer has no 

Iight to act in a judicial capacity: that when money is appro
priated by law, the '£reasurer is bound by his o~th of office to 
pay drafts under the law so passed, till the appropriation is ex
hausted." • 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid on the table until to
morrow. 

IVIr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 18 th section of tbe "act, entitled an ~t, punishing crimes 
and misdemeanors," approved 21st December, 1836; read first 
time. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re
lief of Seth Ingram; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author
ize and req_uire the Secretary of State to cause all the unbound 
acts and joint resolutions of the Congress of the Republic of 
Texas, and of the Legislature of the State, to be bound in vol
umes : read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to tbs Orders of the Day. 
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of District 

Attor11eys ; read a thitd time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled au act to prohibit the Boards of Land 
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Commissioners in each county in 1his State, from issuing cer
tificates to any claimant whatsoe,·er, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto h:;we received a conditional 
certificate from some competent b001d; read second lime, and 

On mot.ion of Mr. Wal.lace, made llte spedal orde.i: of the 
dav for to-morirow. 

A bill to l1e entitled an act to pralrib i.t the recovery o{ money 
or any article of value lo::;.t or won on bets or wages was taken. 
up. 

Mr. Wallace moved a reconsideration of the vote Qf yester~ 
day, ordering the bi H lo be eng.rossed. 

The Y cas and Nays· were called, and stood thUB: 
Y eas-Mcssrs-. llourla.nd, Brasheru.·, Bmlesonr Cuny, W~ 

lace, Williams, WHliarooon. and W ootten-B. 
Nays-Mes~rs. Abbott, Bache, Clark, Daticy, Gage, Gri.mes:

Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Phillips-11. 
So the motion to reconsider ~vas lost. 
The Y cas and Nays were then called on the final pru:

::;agc of the bill, and stoo<l thus : 
'i eas-Mess:i:s. Abbott, :Bache,. Clatk, Dancy, Gage, Grimes,. 

Jewett, Nava:r.ro, Park.er, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and Wil
liams-13. 

Nays-Messl's. Hourlandt Bra.shear, Burleson, Cuny, "\Yil
liamsou and W ootteo-6. 

So the bill was passed. 
A bill entitled an act to make Robert Franklin .Millet the· 

\awful heir of Solomon. Miller. 
Read thiJ:d time and pass~d. 
A bill to be entitled an aet to amend the thi."1 section of~ 

act providing f.or tht transfer of i:ecord:+ of administrators to 
new cou11ties, approved 12th May, 1846; read third time. and 
pa.5scd .. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John S. iVIcr? airy, together 
with the report of the committee on private land cla.ims thereon 
r~commendjng its P.a.ssagc, was Iead second tir11e aod bill 
passed to a third i:cading. 

A bill to be entitled. an act to establish publie- schools.in the 
county of Galveston~ together with.Jhc report of the committee 
on Education thereon was read second time, and bill pa..<>Sed 
to a t.'lird reading. 

A bill to he entitled an aet to,incorpo1ate the TQ.\.vn of Bollr 
hm, in Fannin county; read fu:st time~ 



Joint resolution to amend the sceond ~ctiol\ of a joint reso
lution for the relief of tJ1e soldiers compo:ilng the L.-tte fu;;t re-. 
giment of Infantry; read first time'. 

Joint r.e:>olution relati,,e to frontier protection; read ~cond 
time, and 

On motion of l\'Ir. Phillips, referred, togethC'r with the nc
<:ompanying documents, to the committre on SI.ale .tVIair"-

A bill to be co titled an act 10 prc$cribe the time$ and place . ., 
-of holding the Supreme Court; read second time; and, 

Ou motion of ~Ir. Jen·ctt, referred 1<> the <'ommittee on the 
..Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the third b-Cction of the 
.act. entitled ~n act, <'Onccrning sla\·e"' appro\·l'd February £ith, 
l 40; read ::.ccond tinlC, and 
. On l\Iotion of M.r. \Valla.ce. referred 1<> 1bc c ommitJee. ou 

the Jucliciarv. · 
Joint re olution propo«ing an amend meat of the Con$ti111. 

tion; read ~ceond tim~ and 
Ou motion ~Ir. !:lark, referred to the co.rruuiltce on Sl.3.Le .Af:. 

fair:;.. 
Joint resolution to• provide for a settJement of the nccounts 

-of E. W. l\foore., l~ost Captain .f.'Ommanding the late oavy o{ 
Texas ; read .first time. 

On motion of Mr. \ViUiamson, lht> mlt: w·as i,;uspeP.ded, read 
~econd time, and rclerr"<.1 to a SJ•lc1·t <>orn1nllt-C4! -of fiH·, w·ith the 
accompa.nyiug document.'\. 

i\fcs::;r::>. Williamson, Jewett, Phillip~, Cuny and Grimes 
were appointed said committee. 

Joint resolutio11 to provide for the relief of pernms who fur
».i.-;hcd supplies for the use of the late navy of 'l'exru;; road first 
time, and. 

On motion of Mr. William on1 the rule was suspcntlcd, read 
c:.econd time, and reforred to tbe select eommitte,e, to wltQm was 
referred joint resolution to provide for ihc Settlement o[ the ac
count::; of E. W. l\loore. 

Mr. Dancy offered the follow in a Re!'olutlon ~ 
.. R.esol,•e<t,, That th.e committne on thu Judiciary be instruct

<>d to enquir~ to what extent the laws againtit ~Ol"C!';T!J and u:itcli
crafl are in force in the Sta.te of Tcxa."; and. j{ ueecss;uy, tu 
report a bill to repeal tbc ::tame :'1 rejected. • 

On motion of i\Ir. Phillip:;, the report of the corrun.ittce on 
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Claims an<l Accoun~, on the petition of 8tewarl Perry, was 
taken up, and referred to a i;clect committee. 

On motion of l\fr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until to-mor
row morning, 10 o"clock. 

\\.Tednes<lay, 10 o'clock, a. m. 
Jan nary 12th, 1848. 

Senate met-roll called-The following Senators answered 
to their pamcs : 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Paker, Perkins, Wal
lace, \Villi ams, WiUiamson an<l W ootten--quorum present. 

'fhc J omnals of the preceding clay read and adopted. 
l\ir. Gagl', chairman of the committee9 on Counties and 

County Boundaries, made thcfoUowing rcJ>ort: 

Committee Room,. ? 
Aus1in, January 12th, 1848. 5 

H<n1 • .TonN A. GnEER; 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Counties and County Bou11daries, to 
whom wa~ referred the petition of citizens of Collin county, 
have considered the same, and are of opinion that the act pass
ed at this se!'lsion, and now a law of the land, is sufficient to 
mete out justice to every citizen in said <!Ounty; that a good 
location for a county scat can be found within three mile of 
the c1•ntre of said county, the committee entertain no doubt ;. 
and that if the object of the petitioners is to be allowed space 
from the true centre, sufficient to include the present location. 
which is upward:! of six miles from said centre, to allow the 
same might leave the location of said county :;cat in the same 
situr1tion jn which it 'ms found at the commencement of the 
sesl:'ion of the J ... egi:slatore, and require at i~ next se~ion a 
l'imilar act to the one pas:1cd at this session ; under these con-


